
Teachers Receive Awards From Shippensburg
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Tax Information
See Pages 2 and 3

Two teachers from the Southern York County 
School District are the most recent recipients 
of the “Outstanding Teacher Award” for 2010-
2011, sponsored by the Shippensburg University 
School Study Council.

Friendship Elementary School Learning Sup-
port Teacher Christine Lucabaugh and South-
ern Middle School Reading/Latin Teacher Beryl 
Zeckman were honored with the award this 
fall at a luncheon at the University. In addition, 
Lucabaugh was also selected as a Shippensburg 
“Guest Lecturer,” where she will teach a session 
this year to college students.

“Th is is the 12th year in a row that we had at least 
one teacher selected for this prestigious honor 
from our District,” Superintendent Th omas 
Hensley said.

As a learning support teacher, Lucabaugh is 
responsible for the educational success of stu-
dents with mild to moderate learning disabilities. 
She has served as a learning support teacher for 
the last seven years, four of which she has taught 
at Friendship.

“I was very humbled and pleasantly surprised to 
receive this award,” Lucabaugh said and added 
that she was nominated for the award by the Dis-
trict’s administrative team. “I feel extremely 

blessed to be a product of and to work for such a 
great school district.” 

Likewise, Zeckman was nominated for the award 
by Southern Middle School Principal Len Rep-
pert. She began teaching as a long term substi-
tute Latin teacher in 2001, before being hired the 
following year as the middle school reading spe-
cialist. Since then, she earned her certifi cation in 
Latin and also teaches Latin I to eighth graders. 

“Th e reading program at Southern Middle School 
includes two reading programs, one for develop-
mental readers and another for reading support,” 
Zeckman said.  “Th e Latin program is an oppor-
tunity for students to begin their instruction in 
foreign language prior to ninth grade. It’s a fun 
course and our middle schoolers usually do very 
well at the high school.”

Prior to coming to Southern, Zeckman taught 
fi fth grade in Winchester, Va., and several years 
in Annville, Pa. She is also honored by the Out-
standing Teacher Award and credits the work of 
her fellow middle school teachers. “I work with 
some truly excellent teachers, who are hard 
working and committed to seeing our students 
successfully transition to high school,” she said. 

A graduate of Susquehannock High  School, 
Christine Lucabaugh teaches at Friendship 
Elementary School. 

Beryl Zeckman has taught at Southern Middle School 
since 2001. 



BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS
Robert Schefter .................................... President
C. Dianne Masimore ..................... Vice President
Bruce Bauman ......................................Treasurer
Wayne McCullough ..... Secretary (Non-Member)
Judi Fisher .............................................. Member
Jerri Groncki ........................................... Member
Ronald Groncki  ...................................... Member
Karen Hellwig  ........................................ Member
James Holley .......................................... Member
Allie Waldron  ......................................... Member
Kate Swade ....................Student Representative

ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Thomas R. Hensley ...............Superintendent
Julie K. Szymaszek ............Asst. Superintendent
Wayne McCullough ...Dir. of Administrative Svcs.

BOARD MEETINGS
The Southern York County School District Board 
of Education holds meetings on the third Thurs-
day of January, February, March, April, May, 
June, July, August, September, October, and 
November; and the fi rst Thursday of Decem-
ber. Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held 
at 7 p.m. in the Conference Room of the District
Administration building.  Meetings are also tele-
vised live via Comcast’s Cable TV Channel 99.

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Offi ce.............................................. Ext. 7300

MISSION STATEMENT
The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that pro-
motes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its activi-
ties, programs, employment policies or practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1974, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Employees and participants who have an inquiry or 
complaint of harassment or discrimination, or who 
need information about accommodations for per-
sons with disabilities, should contact the offi ce of 
the Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Southern 
York County School District, P.O. Box 128, Glen 
Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
PUBLICATION

The Southern Way is published four times a year—
September/October, January/February, April, and 
May/June through the Publications and Public In-
formation offi ce of our district.  

WEBSITE
www.syc.k12.pa.us

© 2011; Southern York County School District. All 
rights reserved.
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Possible Tax Reduction for 
Homeowners

Th e 2008-2009 tax year was the fi rst year that homeowners were eligible for 
property tax relief through the Property Tax Relief Fund as part of Act 1 of 2006.  
Each year by May 1, the State Secretary of the Budget must certify if there are 
enough funds to provide homeowners with property tax relief. Th ere is a possibility 
that there may be enough money in the Property Tax Relief Fund for the 2011-
2012 tax year, that begins on July 1, 2011, to off er this relief for a third year. 

In order for a homeowner to receive this tax reduction, which comes in the form 
of a homestead/farmstead assessment reduction, the homeowner must have 
an approved homestead/farmstead application on fi le with the York County 
Assessment Offi  ce.  In December 2010, as required under Act 1, the District 
sent out homestead/farmstead applications to any residential property that was 
not currently approved as a homestead/farmstead.  If you received one of these 
applications, it needs to be completed and returned to the county by March 1, 
2011 to determine if your property is an eligible homestead/farmstead property.  
Unfortunately, per the Act, properties acquired after the March 1st deadline must 
wait until the following year to qualify for a homestead or farmstead exclusion.

Th e county assessor must notify the property owner of the approval or denial of 
the exclusion within 30 days after the receipt of the application.

If you have submitted an application in the past, received an approval for your 
property, and your primary residence has not changed, that approval is still good.  
If you did not receive an application and/or approval notifi cation and are unsure 
whether your property is on the approved list of homestead/farmsteads, you may 
check by:

Accessing the Web site, via www.syc.k12.pa.us. Click on “Tax Information,” 
under Tax Offi  ce - left hand side, click on Homestead/Farmstead Information.  
Th ere is a link to put in your property information to check to see if your prop-
erty has been approved.

Calling 235-4811, extension 7300 for the district tax offi  ce.  We can check the 
records from the county to see if the property is listed as approved.

Calling 771-9232 for the York County Assessment Offi  ce. Please have your 
property parcel number ready when you call.

•

•

•

Act 1 Index and the 2011-12 Budget
Section 311(d)(1) of Act 1 permits a school district to elect to adopt a resolution 
indicating it will not raise the rate of any tax for the support of public schools for 
the following fi scal year by more than its index. Upon approval of the resolution, 
the school district can then follow a traditional budget development process and 
forego the accelerated Act 1 time line.  

Th e Southern York County School District is happy to announce that the Board 
passed a resolution December 2, 2010 not to raise property taxes more than the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education index for the 2011-12 fi scal year. Th e 
Board of Education is committed to delivering a tax increase at or below the 1.7% 
index, established by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. It should be 
noted, however, that the percentage increase has not yet been determined. Th e 
preliminary budget for the District is expected to be approved by the Board of 
Education at the April 14, 2011 Board meeting. Th e fi nal budget is expected to be 
approved by the Board of Education at its regularly scheduled meeting of Th urs-
day, May 19, 2011. Following the April Board meeting, the preliminary budget will 
be available for review on the District’s Web site and also available at the District 
Administration building.



3

Th e Southern York County School District is pleased to 
announce that 2010-2011 is the fi fth year of the Prop-
erty Tax Rebate Program.  During the 2009-10 fi scal year, 
more than $93,156 was rebated to 248 taxpayers. Senior 
and disabled citizens may receive a rebate of up to $500 of 
property taxes paid, if eligible.  To qualify for the program, 
you must be:

65 years or older, widow or widower (50 or older), or 
permanently disabled; and

Own and occupy your home in the Southern York 
County School District; and

Your total eligible annual household income, includ-
ing the income that your spouse and/or any other 
household resident(s) earned and received while 
living with you is $25,000 or less, which excludes 
one-half of Social Security benefi ts, supplemental 
Social Security benefi ts, supplemental Social Secu-

•

•

•

rity income, and Tier 1 Railroad Retirement benefi ts; and

Your 2010-11 tax bill must have been paid by December 
31, 2010.

Applications are available at the Southern York County School 
District Administration Building, the South-Central York 
County Senior Center, or can be downloaded from the South-
ern York County School District’s Website (www.syc.k12.pa.us-  
click on “Tax Information,” then “Tax Offi  ce - left hand side,” 
then “Senior Citizen Tax Relief”). For questions and/or assis-
tance, call the school district at 235-4811, extension 7300.  We 
will be happy to help you complete the form by appointment.  
Assistance in completing this form is also provided by the 
South-Central York County Senior Center.  Th e Center off ers 
assistance every Friday, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in February and 
March, and by appointment (235-6060).  

Th e deadline for fi ling the rebate form is May 15, 2011.

•

Senior Citizens May be Eligible for Tax Relief

Susquehannock Makes Changes to Administration  
Th e Southern York County School Board appointed Susquehannock High School Assis-
tant Principal Robert Bryson as the school’s Acting Principal through June 30, 2011. 
Bryson takes over for Principal Brian Cashman, who retired in November, after serving 
as principal for more than 10 years. 

In addition, Tammy Fontana, high school emotional support teacher, was appointed 
Dean of Students through the end of the 2010-2011 school year.

Bryson, who has worked in the District since 1995, has held several positions, from 
teacher to administrator.  He began teaching math at Southern Middle School before 
he transferred to District Athletic Director, where he served three years. In 2002, he 
was appointed Assistant Principal at Susquehannock, where he worked closely with 
Cashman for the last eight years.

For Bryson, the transition has been a smooth one. Having already served as a high 
school administrator, he was familiar with the school, staff , and programs. “It was a 
huge advantage having already worked here,” he said. “Mr. Cashman involved us with 
many of the instructional decisions.  

We really hit the ground running.”

Bryson also assisted in Fontana’s transition as well as Assistant Principal Kimberly 
Adkins, who is new this year as well.

Fontana, who has taught at the high school for the last six years, is excited about 
her position. “I feel like I am learning a lot,” she said. “Bob and Kim are great role 
models and Sandy Lemmon [Director of Curriculum and Instruction] and Julie 
Szymaszek [Assistant Superintendent] have been excellent resources, too.” 

With the changes this year in the high school administration, Bryson said the fac-
ulty has been very supportive. “Th e staff  at Susquehannock has really stepped up 
and supported the transition.  Ultimately, if the students are successful, we can all 
take pride in the school,” he said.



Musical Achievements

 

Coming Soon... 

Susquehannock High School Theatre Presents

Disney’s

Beauty and the Beast
April 15-17, 2011, Richard D. Hupper Auditorium

Susquehannock High School

3280 Fissels Church Road

Glen Rock, Pa 17327

PMEA Regional Choir: Susquehannock High School sophomore 
Colleen McGonigle was selected by audition to participate in 
the 2011 Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) 
District 7 Chorus Festival. Th e District 7 Choir Festival was 
held January 14 and 15, at Annville – Cleona High School, in 
Annville, Pa. McGonigle was one of six Susquehannock High 
School students to audition, which took place in October at 
Central York High School. 

Featured in the photo below are, front row (left to right) – 
Courtney Reed, Kayla Anelli, and Justine Zick; back row – Col-
leen McGonigle, Brian Bailone, and Zachary Parker.

PMEA District Orchestra: Th ree Orchestra students were selected 
to participate in the PMEA District 7 Orchestra Festival, which was 
held January 27 - 29 at Lower Dauphin High School.  Th e students 
selected were Emily Ferg and Huili Chen, both on violin, and Scott 
Kaliszak, on bass.  Th rough a rigorous audition process, Ferg and 
Chen were selected from more than 100 violin players and Kaliszak 
competed against 23 other bass players.

Featured in the photo above are (left to right) – Emily Ferg, Scott 
Kaliszak and Huili Chen.

MENC All Eastern: Emily Ferg (left) has been selected to partici-
pate in the MENC All Eastern Conference Orchestra Festival to be 
held March 31 - April 3.  She was selected from Pennsylvania to 
participate with students from the Eastern US from Maine to DC.  
Th e festival will be held in Baltimore.
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Athletic Achievements

Fall
Sports
Review

Pictured, at right: Front (left to 
right) – Kate Swade, Arissa Ward, 
Kacey Franz, Katie Wagner, and 
Katie Steines;  Back row – Bryan 
Procopio, Sherelle Walker, Lind-
say Miller, James Weger, and Isaac 
Spearman.

Outstanding Athletes

Outstanding Teams &
Outstanding Athletes

Girls’ Volleyball:   

YAIAA Division II Champion
PIAA District III AA Runner-Up

Hannah Bentz ..........Girls’ Volleyball District III All-Star Team
Kacey Franz ..............Girls’ Volleyball District III All-Star Team
Lindsay Miller ...............Girls’ Volleyball District III First Team, 

PIAA Class AA All-State Team 
Sherelle Walker ............ Girls’ Volleyball District III First Team, 

PIAA Class AA All-State Team

All-Star Teams
Congratulations to the following Susquehannock High School 
students, who were named to the Coaches’ YAIAA All-Star 
Teams:

James Weger ................................................................. Football
Sherelle Walker ................................................. Girls’ Volleyball
Lindsay Miller ................................................... Girls’ Volleyball
Kacey Franz ...................................................... Girls’ Volleyball
Isaac Spearman ......................................................Boys’ Soccer
Kate Swade ............................................................Field Hockey
Arissa Ward ...........................................................Field Hockey
Katie Wagner ......................................................... Girls’ Tennis
Katie Steines ............................................. Girls’ Cross Country
Bryan Procopio ........................................... Boys’ Cross County

Marching Band 
Wins Championship

Congratulations to the 2010-11 Susquehan-
nock High School Marching Warrior Band, 
which earned fi rst place state honors in 
“Group 2, Open Class” competition at the 
United States Student Band Association 
(U.S.S.B.A) Pennsylvania State Champion-
ships, at Hershey Stadium in Hershey, Pa.

Th e SHS Marching Band’s theme this year 
was “Inspiration, Creativity, Hard Work, and 
Persistence to Reach Your Goal!”
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School Calendar — February through April
Friday, February 4  .................................................................................................................................. Teacher In-Service - No School

Friday, February 18 *  .............................................................................................................................Presidents’ Holiday - No School

Monday, February 21  ............................................................................................................................Presidents’ Holiday - No School

Friday, March 4  ............................................................................................................................................................... Early Dismissal 

Friday, April 1  .................................................................................................................................................................. Early Dismissal 

Th ursday, Friday, and Monday, April 21*, 22, 25 *  ..................................................................................... Spring Holiday - No School

* Days lost due to inclement weather or for other reasons will be made up in the following order:

Feb. 18, April 21, and April 25

Committee Saves in Costs 
Th e Southern York County School District has formed an Effi  -
ciency Committee that will assist in the identifi cation of cost 
savings opportunities in the area of School District operations. 
Th is will lead to greater cost effi  ciencies and establish new or 
improved processes that yield cost savings.  Th e Committee is 
comprised of employees from diff erent jobs throughout the 
District, including administration, teachers, support staff , 
technology and maintenance. 

Th e objectives of the Effi  ciency Committee are as follows:

Brainstorm ideas on how to save money throughout the 
District                
Recommend ideas on more effi  cient procedures in all areas 
of the District
Facilitate a process for employees and community mem-
bers to make suggestions and comments on the effi  ciency 
in the District 
Respond to recommendations, comments, and concerns 
of employees and community members of the district con-
cerning use of funds or procedural items

Th e Effi  ciency Committee has been a success for the School 
District.  Th ere have been measurable savings in areas such 
as printing, postage, and paper use, but equally important, 
there have been increased communication and an avenue for 
employee input in these very diffi  cult times.

Community members are encouraged to provide input to the 
District’s Effi  ciency Committee. If you have an idea for the 
Committee, please visit our Website at www.syc.k12.pa.us and 
complete the form under the “Community” drop down bar at 
the top of the Website.  Your input will be seriously considered 
and you will receive a response from the Committee. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

Foundation Hits $1 Million 
Th e Southern York County School District Foundation, 
which has been active since 2001, recently reached the 
$1 million milestone in disbursement of scholarships and 
project distributions.  

By reaching this milestone, the foundation has disbursed 
$100,000 per year for the last 10 years, the majority of 
which was awarded to graduating seniors. Th e SYCSD 
Foundation not only works to obtain scholarship funds 
for graduating seniors, it also provides additional giving 
opportunities to support all phases of district operations. 
Th e Endowment Fund now has more than $375,000 in 
assets.

Featured in the photo above are, left to right, School Board President 
Robert Schefter, SYCSD Foundation Secretary Dale Keagy, Vice 
President Jeff  Brown and President Glenn Geiple.


